4io      Truth on the Tragedy of France
He swore that under no circumstances could the French
fleet be used by Germany or Italy, and yet he accepted
the armistice clause handing over our ships to the enemy
and trusting him not to make use of them. That is a
mockery, to say the least of it! Had he given one sign,
the Fleet would have followed him! He failed to find
glory by failing in his honour. Admiral Muselier, who at
the side of General de Gaulle is the head of the Free French
Navy, called it out to him in stinging terms when broad-
casting on October 2nd last: "He will go down to history
as the admiral who surrendered." Then, after the manner
of criminals who, as if from fury against themselves, plunge
into their degradation, he displayed a savage vanity in
figuring at the head of the scuttlers of the ships of France.
It is impossible to imagine a more lamentable end to an
Admiral of the Fleet. Even the waves of the sea could
not wash out this stain from his uniform.
M. Camille Chautemps' particularly baneful action is
already part of history. Begun almost surreptitiously on
June lath, intensified a little on June i$th at Tours, it
gained volume at Bordeaux on June 15th, and the next
day gathered all the violence of unrestraint. Inspired by
a dual weakness, physiological and moral, and determined
by the pettiness of shortsighted political ambition, it ranks
M. Camille Chautemps for ever among those chiefly re-
sponsible for the capitulation. The proof leaps vividly to the
eye from the story of those last days when M. Chautemps'
intervention was bound to be decisive on whichever side he
brought his weight to bear. If M. Chautemps supported
M. Reynaud and M. Mandel, it meant that the party in
favour of continued resistance was triumphant. If M*
Chautemps remained neutral it was still resistance which
carried the day, and the Government would have gone to
North Africa. If he made armistice the object of his
campaign, he precipitated the collapse of France,
The unhappy man never thought of what the sequel to
his action would be.